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Synopsis

The Australian Workers Union (AWU), formed in 1886, has been one of the most influential unions
in Australia’s political and industrial history. This comprehensive and compelling book, first
published in 1996, is a national history of the AWU. It shows that the union has been a player in key
events and crises in Australian history, including the great strikes of the 1890s, the 1916-17
conscription crisis, Labor’s splits in the 1950s and the 1956 shearers’ strike. The book features vivid
portraits of the tempestuous and talented individuals who matched these great issues. Unique as a
union whose industrial and political power was unrivalled for over sixty years, few unions in Great
Britain or the United States have had such influence as the AWU. This book will be an important

addition to labour history, but it is also a work of general appeal.
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Customer Reviews

’ ... an honest well researched book which fills a large gap in the historiography of Australian labour.’

Labour History Review

The Australian Workers Union (AWU), formed in 1886, has been one of the most influential unions
in Australia’s political and industrial history. This comprehensive and compelling 1996 book is a
national history of the AWU. It shows that the union has been a player in key events and crises in

Australian history.
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